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The information on the following pages contributes towards Wakefield’s ‘Local Offer’. Any acronyms used 
will be initially defined in full. We will try to answer frequently asked questions clearly and concisely but 
please contact school if further information is needed, asking to speak to our SENCo (Special Educational 
Needs Co-ordinator), Miss Becky Abernethy. 
 
As part of Wakefield’s ‘Local Offer’ we will continue to work closely with our parents and carers to ensure 
our provision for children with SEND gets even better and that all pupils, regardless of their specific 
needs, make the best possible progress in school. 
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Why should I send my child to Sandal Magna Community Academy? 

At Sandal Magna Community Academy we believe that our school sits within the heart and the future of 

the community. 

We aim to serve the needs of all the families within the local area, with a commitment to developing the 

social cohesion of our community and to maximising the life chances of each and every child. We 

endeavour to work in close partnership with parents for the benefit of our children. 

When our children leave the Academy we want them to be happy, enthusiastic, confident, curious, 

tolerant and most importantly; well prepared for their next stage of learning.  

Here’s what some past parents have recently said about the SEN support their children have received in 

school… 

 “My child has made a lot of progress since starting at Sandal Magna. I have been helped and supported. 

The school have been brilliant and I think that if my child had attended a different school he wouldn’t 

have had as much support. Many thanks to all the staff.” 

“My child has made better progress here and has more motivation. He has been happy and wants to 

come to school. People understand me at meetings and I was listened to. I’m very happy with this 

school.” 

 
 
Who are the best people to talk to in school about my child’s difficulties with 
learning/ Special Educational Needs and disabilities (SEND)? 
 
Your child’s class teacher will… 
 

 Check on the progress of your child and identify, plan for and deliver any additional help your 
child may need (this could be things like targeted work, additional support in class). They will let 
the SENCo know as necessary. 

 

 If appropriate, develop a Learner Profile, in conjunction with you and your child. This will ensure 
school and home recognise your child’s strengths and difficulties, likes and dislikes and highlight 
any barriers to learning.  

 

 Ensure that all staff that work with your child in school are helped to deliver the planned 
work/programme for your child, so they can achieve the best possible progress. This may involve 
the use of additional adults, outside specialist help and specially planned work and resources. 

 

 Participate in forming more detailed support plans for any child who requires more extensive or 
specialised support, and contribute to information in any Education and Health Care plan (EHC).  
 

Our SENCo will… 
 

 Co-ordinate the support for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and 
develop the school’s SEND Policy to make sure all children get a consistent, high quality response 
to meeting their needs in school.  
 



 Ensure that you are:  
o involved in supporting your child’s learning 
o kept informed about the support your child is getting 
o involved in reviewing how they are doing 

 

 Liaise with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your child’s 
learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy service, Educational Psychology Service, Learning 
Support Service etc. 
 

 Update the school’s SEND register (a system for ensuring all the SEND needs of pupils in this 
school are known) and make sure that there are maintained records of your child’s progress and 
needs. 
 

Our Headteacher will… 
 

 Be responsible for the day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes the 
support for children with SEND. 
 

 She will give responsibility to the SENCo and class teachers but is still responsible for ensuring 
that your child’s needs are met. 
 

 She will ensure that the Governing Body is kept up to date about any issues in the school relating 
to SEND. 

 
 
Our SEN Governor will… 
 

 Make sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the school who has 
SEND. 

 
 
 
What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at 
Sandal Magna? 

 
Class teacher input via targeted classroom teaching also known as Quality First Teaching. 

For your child this would mean: 

 That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class. 

 That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can 

understand. 

 Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This 

may involve things like using more practical learning. 

 Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the SENCo or outside staff) are in place to support 

your child to learn. 

 Your child’s teacher will have carefully checked on your child’s progress and will have decided 

that your child has a gap in their understanding/learning and needs some extra support to help 

them make the best possible progress. 

All children in school should be getting this as a part of our standard high quality classroom practice.

 



Specific group work with a smaller group of children.  

This group, often called Intervention groups by schools, may be  

 Run in the classroom or outside.  

 Run by a teacher or a Teaching Assistant. 

This means these children have been identified by the class teacher as needing some extra support in 

school.  

For your child this would mean:  

 He/ She will engage in group sessions with specific targets to help him/her to make more 

progress. 

 A Teaching Assistant or teacher would run these small group sessions. 

This type of support is available for children who may have specific gaps in an area of learning or require 

some language development skills in order to improve their comprehension, or perhaps to help support 

their social, emotional or mental health needs.  

 

Specialist groups run by outside agencies e.g. speech and language therapy or occupational therapy 

groups 

These children have been identified by the class teacher/SENCo as needing some extra specialist support 

in school from a professional outside the school. This may be from: 

 Local Authority central services such as the Children’s Sensory Impairment Team (CSIT), or CIAT 

(Communication, Interaction and Access Team) or LSS (Learning Support Service). 

 Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy service (SaLT). 

For your child this would mean:  

 Your child will have been identified by the class teacher/SENCo (or you will have raised your 

concerns) as needing more specialist input instead of or in addition to quality first teaching and 

intervention groups. 

 You will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss your child’s progress and help plan possible 

ways forward. 

 You may be asked to give your permission for the school to refer your child to a specialist 

professional e.g. an advisory teacher from the Learning Support Service or one of the Educational 

Psychologists supporting school. This will help the school and yourself understand your child’s 

particular needs better and be able to support them better in school.  

 The specialist professional will work with your child to understand their needs and make 

recommendations, which may include: 

o Making changes to the way your child is supported in class e.g. some individual support 

or changing some aspects of teaching to support them better  

o Support to set better targets which will include their specific expertise 

o A group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside professional e.g. a social 

skills group  



o Group or individual work with an outside specialist 

 The school may suggest that your child needs some degree of individual support in school. They 

will tell you how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in place.  

This type of support is available for children with specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome 

through Quality First Teaching or intervention groups.  

 

Specified Individual support 

This is usually provided via an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This means your child will have 

been identified by the class teacher/SENCo as needing a particularly high level of individual or small group 

teaching which cannot be wholly provided from the budget available to the school.  

Usually your child will also need specialist support in school from a professional outside the school. This 

may be from: 

 Local Authority central services such as the LSS (Learning Support Service) or the EPS (Educational 

Psychology Service). 

 Outside agencies such as the Speech and Language Therapy service (SaLT). 

For your child this would mean:  

 The school (or you) can request that the Local Authority carry out a statutory assessment of your 

child’s needs. This is a legal process which sets out the support that will be provided for your 

child. 

 After the school have sent in the request to the Local Authority (with a lot of information about 

your child, including some from you), they will decide whether they think your child’s needs (as 

described in the paperwork provided), seem complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If 

this is the case they will ask you and all professionals involved with your child to write a report 

outlining your child’s needs. If they do not think your child needs this, they will ask the school to 

continue with the support already available within school.  

 After the reports have all been sent in, the Local Authority will decide if your child’s needs are 

severe, complex and lifelong and that they need increased support in school to make good 

progress. If this is the case they will issue an EHCP (Education, Health and Care plan). If this is not 

the case, they will ask the school to continue with their support and also set up a meeting in 

school to ensure a ‘My Support Plan’ is in place to ensure your child makes as much progress as 

possible. 

 The EHCP will outline the individual and small group support your child will receive and how the 

support should be used and what strategies must be put in place. It will also have short term 

goals for your child, and longer term outcomes for the next ‘phase’ of their life. 

 An additional adult may be used to support your child with whole class learning, run individual 

programmes or run small groups including your child.  

This type of support is available for children whose learning needs are severe, complex and lifelong. 

 

 



 

 

How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress in 

school? 

 If you have concerns about your child’s progress please speak to your child’s class teacher in the 

first instance. 

 If you are not happy that the concerns are being managed and that your child is still not making 

progress you should speak to our SENCo or Headteacher. 

 If you are still not happy you can speak to our school SEND Governor. 

 

How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my child’s 

learning in school? 

If your child is identified as not making progress the school will set up a meeting to discuss this with you. 

We will: 

  listen to any concerns you may have too 

  plan any additional support your child may receive 

 discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s learning 

 

How is extra support allocated to children and how do they move between the 

different levels? 

 The school budget, received from Wakefield LA, includes money for supporting children with 

SEND. 

 The Head Teacher decides on the budget for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities in 

consultation with the school governors and the School Business Manager, on the basis of needs in 

the school. 

 The Head Teacher and the SENCo discuss all the information they have about SEND in the school, 

including:  

o the children getting extra support already 

o the children needing extra support 

o the children who have been identified as not making as much progress as would be 

expected 

They decide what resources, training and support is needed.  

All resources, training and support are reviewed regularly and changes made as needed. 



 

 

Who are the other people providing services to children with SEND in school? 

 Teaching Assistants 

 Family Support Advisor 

 Additional Speech and Language Therapy input to provide a higher level of service to the school. 

 Learning Support Service 

 Educational Psychology Service 

 Communication, Interaction and Access Team 

 Children’s Sensory Impairment Team 

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health Team 

 Speech and Language Therapy for children with a Statement or EHC Plan (provided by Health but 

paid for by the Local Authority). 

 

Provided and paid for by the Health Service (Mid Yorkshire NHS Trust) but delivered in school: 

 School Nurse 

 Occupational Therapy 

 

How will the teaching be adapted for my child with SEND? 

 

 Class teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all groups of children in their class, 

and will ensure that your child’s needs are met. 

 

 Our support staff can adapt the teacher’s planning to support the needs of your child where 

necessary. 

 

 Specific resources and strategies will be used to support your child individually and in groups. 

 

 Planning and teaching will be adapted on a daily basis if needed to meet your child’s learning 

needs. 

 

How will we measure the progress of your child in school? 

 Your child’s progress is continually monitored by his/her class teacher.  

 

 His/her progress is reviewed formally every half-term and their progress in reading, writing and 

maths is updated on an assessment system used in school, called ‘Target Tracker’. For younger 



children in our Foundation Unit, a baseline assessment is made, and children are also tracked and 

monitored each half term. 

 

 For some children who are unable to access the National Curriculum, a more sensitive 

assessment tool may be used which shows smaller but significant steps of progress. These levels 

are called ‘P Levels’.  

 

 If your child is able to access the National Curriculum but their progress is slower than average, 

this may be tracked and monitored using B-Squared assessment tools or the Wakefield 

Progression Steps. 

 

 At the end of Year 2 and Year 6 all children are required to be formally assessed using Standard 

Assessment Tests (SATS). This is something the government requires all schools to do and the 

results are published nationally. A minority of children who have higher needs may be exempt 

from these tests, but will be given a level based on Teacher Assessments. 

 

 Children on any support plans will have their progress reviewed with your involvement, at least 

every term. 

 

 The progress of children with an EHC plan or Statement is formally reviewed at an Annual Review 

or a Transition Review, with all adults involved with the child’s education. Our SENCo will also 

check the progress within any individual work and in any group that they take part in. 

 

How will we support your child when they are leaving this school, or moving on 

to another class? 

We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a child with SEND and take steps to ensure that any 

transition is as smooth as possible. 

 If your child is moving to another school:  

o We will contact the school SENCo and ensure he/she knows about any special 

arrangements or support that needs to be made for your child. 

o We will make sure that all records about your child are passed on as soon as possible. 

 When moving classes in school:  

o Information will be passed on to the new class teacher in advance of your child moving 

classes. Any Learner Profiles, Support Plans or EHC plans will be shared with the new 

teacher. 

 In Year 6:  

o The Year 6 class teacher, SENCo and our Parent Support Advisor (where appropriate) will 

discuss the specific needs of your child with the SENCo of their secondary school. 

o Your child will have a programme for transition to support their understanding of the 

changes ahead.  

Where possible your child will visit their new school on several occasions and in some cases staff from the 

new school will visit your child in our school. 



 

What is the school’s admissions policy regarding children with SEND? 

The admission arrangements for all pupils are in accordance with national legislation, including the 

Equality Act 2010. This includes children with any level of SEN; those with statements of SEN or 

Education, Health and Care plans, and those without. 

All SEN paperwork should be passed to our SENCo, Mrs Sue Jackson, by any previous setting or parents, 

as soon as possible. If the child is making a transition from another school, a meeting may be set up 

between the feeding school to aid the smooth transition of the pupil, and discuss arrangements to be 

made as well as any other important information relating to that child’s needs.  Where face to face 

meetings are not possible, contact will be made via telephone to ensure that there is a good 

understanding of what type of provision is required. 

We will do our best to ensure that the necessary provisions and preparations are made prior (where 

possible) to the child starting with us. The child will be closely monitored from the start to ensure that all 

the appropriate provisions are in place. 

 

What are the different areas of need and how might school address these? 

There are four broad areas of need. Some children may have difficulties within all areas of need, others 

may have difficulty within only one or two. We believe it is more important to address and support your 

child’s needs rather than ‘fit’ them into any one category. 

Communication and interaction  

Children and young people with speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) have difficulty in 
communicating with others. This may be because they have difficulty saying what they want to, 
understanding what is being said to them or they do not understand or use social rules of 
communication. The profile for every child with SLCN is different and their needs may change over time. 
They may have difficulty with one, some or all of the different aspects of speech, language or social 
communication at different times of their lives.  

Children and young people with ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder), including Asperger’s Syndrome (AS) are 
likely to have particular difficulties with social interaction. They may also experience difficulties with 
language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others.  

Your child may benefit from a school based intervention that promotes and encourages correct use of 
language, such as Talking Partners or Talkabout. They may be part of a smaller group within their class 
and have extra support from a teacher or Teaching Assistant at various times throughout the day. Your 
child may be encouraged to use pictures and symbols to help with their communication if this is deemed 
useful. 

School will work closely with you and your child to ensure we understand their difficulties. We may seek 
support from our Speech and Language Therapist (SALT) who will offer guidance, perhaps producing a 
programme of support for your child that we will share with you. 

We may also seek support from the Communication, Interaction and Access Team (CIAT) who offer advice 
on speech and language difficulties due to ASD or AS. 

 
Cognition and learning  

Support for learning difficulties may be required when children and young people learn at a slower pace 
than their peers, even with appropriate differentiation. Learning difficulties cover a wide range of needs, 
including moderate learning difficulties (MLD), severe learning difficulties (SLD), where children are likely 



to need support in all areas of the curriculum and associated difficulties with mobility and 
communication, through to profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD), where children are likely 
to have severe and complex learning difficulties as well as a physical disability or sensory impairment.  

Specific learning difficulties (SpLD), affect one or more specific aspects of learning. This encompasses a 
range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia.  

Your child may benefit from a school based intervention that helps your child to develop their sight 
vocabulary, such as Rainbow Words or Direct Phonics. If they are struggling to develop their sentences 
they may benefit from the Sentence Smart intervention or Boost! They may be part of a smaller group 
within their class and have extra support from a teacher or Teaching Assistant at various times 
throughout the day. 

School will work closely with you and your child to ensure we understand their difficulties. We may seek 
support from our Learning Support Service (LSS) who will offer guidance, perhaps producing a programme 
of support for your child that we will share with you. 

We may also seek support from the Educational Psychology Service (EPS) who offer advice on learning 
where there are more complexities surrounding your child’s needs. 

 

Social, emotional and mental health difficulties  

Children and young people may experience a wide range of social and emotional difficulties which 
manifest themselves in many ways. These may include becoming withdrawn or isolated, as well as 
displaying challenging, disruptive or disturbing behaviour. These behaviours may reflect underlying 
mental health difficulties such as anxiety or depression, self-harming, substance misuse, eating disorders 
or physical symptoms that are medically unexplained. Other children and young people may have 
disorders such as attention deficit disorder (ADD), attention deficit hyperactive disorder (ADHD) or 
attachment disorder (AD).  

Your child may benefit from a school based intervention that promotes and encourages positive 
behaviour, with our Parent Support Advisor. They may be part of a smaller group within their class and 
have extra support from a teacher or Teaching Assistant at various times throughout the day. Your child 
may be asked to reflect on their behaviour in our Nurture Room or you as parents may be invited to take 
part in a training programme to support parents experiencing difficulties with their child’s behaviour. 

School will work closely with you and your child to ensure we understand their difficulties. We may seek 
support from the Social, Emotional and Mental Health team (SEMH) who will offer guidance, perhaps 
producing a programme of support for your child that we will share with you. 

We may also seek support from the Educational Psychology Service (EPS) who will offer home and school 
guidance on seeking ways to help your child. 

 

Sensory and/or physical needs  

Some children and young people require special educational provision because they have a disability 
which prevents or hinders them from making use of the educational facilities generally provided. These 
difficulties can be age related and may fluctuate over time. Many children and young people with vision 
impairment (VI), hearing impairment (HI) or a multi-sensory impairment (MSI) will require specialist 
support and/or equipment to access their learning, or habilitation support. Children and young people 
with an MSI have a combination of vision and hearing difficulties.  

Some children and young people with a physical disability (PD) require additional ongoing support and 
equipment to access all the opportunities available to their peers.  



Your child may benefit from adapted resources in class or have access to specialised equipment. They 
may be part of a smaller group within their class and have extra support from a teacher or Teaching 
Assistant at various times throughout the day.  

School will work closely with you and your child to ensure we understand their difficulties. We may seek 
support from the Hearing or Visual Impaired Service who will offer us further guidance. 

We may also seek support from the Educational Psychology Service (EPS) if we feel your child’s needs are 
significant. 

 

Auxiliary Aids and Equipment  

The Equality Act 2010 says that both schools and academies and the Local Authority have a duty to 
provide auxiliary aids and equipment.  Auxiliary aids could be a teaching assistant or it could be 
equipment that helps a child or young person at school.  This is only for equipment to be used in a child 
or young person’s school or academy or which needs to be provided to make education accessible.  

In Wakefield schools and academies use their own money to buy equipment for children and young 
people when the equipment costs less that £1,000.  If it costs more than £1,000 then the person who 
thinks a child or young person needs the equipment puts a request in to the Local Authority. This person 
could be a physiotherapist or an occupational therapist, it could be a specialist teacher such as a teacher 
of the deaf.  A child or young person does not need to have a statement or a new Education Health and 
Care Plan to have equipment bought by the Local Authority.   

If the school or academy buy the equipment it belongs to the school or academy.  When a child or young 
person moves to a different school or academy or goes to college it is up to the new school or academy or 
college to make sure they get the right equipment.  

If the Local Authority buy the equipment the equipment will go with the child or young person whilst they 
are in education.  

Sometimes a child needs a system of equipment like an FM system if they are deaf or a specialist 
seating/wheelchair system.  This is looked at as the same as need a single piece of equipment and when it 
costs more than £1,000 the Local Authority would buy the equipment on behalf of the child or young 
person.  

Further advice and support for families of children with SEND can be sought from Wakefield’s KIDS 
WeSAIL and SENDIASS. 

 

Signed:     ________________________________________  Headteacher 
 
 
                  ________________________________________ Chair of Governors 
 
 
Review Date: ___________________________ 

 

 


