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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

STAFFING CHANGES FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

As you may be aware, two members of staff will be leaving us at the end of July; Mrs Jackson, our 

SENCo and Inclusion Leader and Mrs Sowden, a teaching assistant who works across EYFS and KS1. 

 

Mrs Jackson has taught at Sandal Magna since January 2004. During her time with us, Mrs Jackson 

has taught across KS1 and KS2 and has always been a ‘favourite teacher’ for many of our pupils. 

Mrs Jackson was initially appointed to coordinate the provision and resources for our EAL children 

in school. This is a role that has continued throughout her time with us, and one which she carries 

out exceptionally well. In September 2007, she took over the role of SENCo and Inclusion Leader, 

coordinating both SEN and EAL provision across the school. Since January 2013 this role has been 

mainly non-class based which has meant that she has had a much greater impact throughout 

school. She has been able to spend time in different year groups, advising teachers on their 

practice and ensuring that the needs of our SEN children are addressed effectively. I am sure you 

will all agree that she has given so much to this community over those years. We will all miss Mrs 

Jackson – Sandal Magna will be a very different place without her. Leaving here has been a difficult 

decision for Mrs Jackson but she leaves us to pursue a teaching career within a Special School 

setting. This is something that she has worked towards and we know she’ll be fabulous at it! 

 

Mrs Sowden initially worked for Sandal Magna between February 2009 and May 2013 before 

taking a break to spend some more time with her family. Fortunately for us, she re-joined the team 

in April 2014 and has spent the majority of her time in our Early Years Unit. Everyone warms to Mrs 

Sowden - she has been popular with parents and the children love to work for her. She has made a 

huge decision, along with her family, to leave Wakefield and relocate to the coast - we wish her the 

best of luck!  

 

Replacing staff is never easy, however I am pleased to announce that the Governors and I have 

appointed a new Key Stage One Leader to join our teaching team (she will replace Mrs Thompson 

who left school in April). Her name is Mrs Whittell and she has taught at two other schools in 

Wakefield, across KS1 and KS2. We are pleased to announce that Mrs Whittell will take up this new 

post next Monday 2nd July. This will give her the chance to meet pupils, staff and parents before 

taking over a class responsibility in September. 
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We have also asked Miss Abernethy, our current Year 1 teacher, to step up to the role of Acting 

SENCo during the autumn term. Over the last year, she has taken opportunities to ‘shadow’ Mrs 

Jackson and is therefore more prepared to take on this role. She will also be working closely with 

her over the coming weeks in order to smooth transition for September. 

 

Due to the fact that Miss Abernethy will now only be teaching part-time (so that she can be freed 

up to concentrate on the SENCo role) we have also appointed Mrs Beaumont to work with us 

during the autumn term. Our Year 1 parents will know her well already, as she has been teaching 

across KS1 since April. 

 

We are also pleased to announce that Miss Grindle will formally begin her teacher training this 

year. She is currently a Higher Level Teaching Assistant and has been teaching the current Year 5 

class alongside Mrs Jackson. She will share the teaching responsibility with Mrs Shepherd, our KS2 

Leader.  

 

Class structure from September 

Nursery (am) - Mrs Beaumont  

Nursery (pm) - Miss Abernethy (previously in Y1) 

Reception - Mrs Taylor 

Year One - Miss Cranham (previously in Nursery) 

Year Two - Mrs Whittell 

Year Three - Mr Carver 

Year Four - Mrs Sketchley 

Year Five - Mrs Ward-Fox (previously in Y2) 

Year Six - Mrs Shepherd and Miss Grindle 

 

 

On the morning of Thursday 5th July, all children across school will have the opportunity to visit 

their new classroom and spend some time with their new teacher. 

 
 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs L Sennett 


