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The heart and future of the community 

 Friday 5th February 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete the questionnaire that we sent out this week. 

 

Many parents have expressed their concerns about the issues raised in the questionnaire and what 

it might mean for their children’s education. I therefore feel that we need to remind everyone of 

why this questionnaire was sent out. 

 

Last year, the Government introduced a new National Curriculum and made some important 

changes to the science curriculum, which can include raising the profile of PSHE (Personal, Social, 

Health and Economic Education). 

 

These changes are listed below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some primary schools, including other multi-cultural schools within Wakefield, have been teaching 

elements of SRE (Sex & Relationship Education) to children in Years 5 & 6 for many years – 

including the topics raised in the questionnaire. 

SEX AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION – BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

  

The only part of Sex and Relationship Education that the law tells schools they have to teach is found in the Science 
National Curriculum: 
 

Key Stage 1 (5 - 7 year olds)  

  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body 

is associated with each sense (Year 1) 

 notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults (Year 2) 

 

Stage 2 (7 – 11 year olds)  

  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird  
(Year 5) 

 describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals (Year 5) 

 describe the changes as humans develop to old age (Year 5) 

 recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and 

are not identical to their parents (Year 6) 

 

 
The other parts of SRE are not compulsory, so each school has to decide what is taught within PSHE 
(Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education).  
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The heart and future of the community 

  

 

When we, at Sandal Magna, received the guidance, we wanted to consult with parents and 

develop a policy which reflects their wishes and the community we serve. During 2015, we spoke 

to our Governors (including Parent Governors) to gather their opinions – everyone felt that it was 

vital to speak to parents first before changing our curriculum. We understand that this is a very 

difficult and sensitive issue, therefore we will not be making any changes until after we have 

consulted with parents. 

 

We also have to be aware that we serve a very mixed community, and we understand that families’ 

opinions may differ for cultural or religious belief. As stated in the questionnaire, parents do have 

the right to withdraw their child from SRE lessons, other than the science national curriculum. 

 

As part of school’s safeguarding training we have been advised that young children need to be 

aware of the correct medical names for their body parts, in order to keep themselves safe. This will 

hopefully enable them to protect their body from inappropriate and unwanted contact. 

 

Please be assured that we are simply trying to follow ‘best practice guidance’ from the Department 

for Education. Everyone here at Sandal Magna shares every parent’s wish – to keep our children 

safe from harm. 

 

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact myself or Mrs 

Jackson at school. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Mrs L Sennett 

Headteacher 


