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Friday 2nd March 2018 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Thank you for your understanding about our decision to close school on Wednesday and Thursday 

due to the poor weather conditions. As you are probably aware, nearly all of the local schools also 

closed, including our nearest high schools. 

 

Decisions to close school have to be made on a daily basis. Headteachers are not meant to ‘plan’ 

school closures the day before. I realise that some parents wanted to know earlier on Wednesday 

morning about our decision. However this was simply not possible. From 6am in the morning, I 

was in constant contact with members of the Senior Management Team and the School Business 

Manager, Mrs Julie Pratt. She arrived at school before 7am along with the caretaker, cleaners and 

some other staff who live locally. 

 

The Local Authority advise schools not to make a decision about opening/closing a school too early 

on in the day. This is to ensure that Headteachers are able to work out whether staff are able to get 

to school safely in order to ensure correct adult and child ratios in classrooms. Many of our 

teaching staff have to travel a long distance to school each day and I have to contact them all to 

work out who is able to get to school safely. 

 

We were also in contact with Kettlethorpe High School and other schools in the Kettlethorpe 

Collaborative Partnership each morning in the hope that we could make a more ‘local decision’ as 

many families have children attending more than one school. 

 

Although some staff were able to get into school on Wednesday morning safely, we were also 

aware that more snow was forecast for the full day. It was therefore safer for everyone concerned 

to close school for the day, as otherwise an early closure would have been inevitable, only causing 

more complications for parents. 

 

The main problem that we encountered on Wednesday was with our Parentmail text service. 

Although the decision was made by 7.40am, our Admin staff struggled to send the text out as the 

Parentmail website kept crashing. This is why most parents did not receive the text until after 8am. 
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The decision to remain closed on Thursday morning was an easier one to take. By 6.30am I had 

been informed that several bus services were not running and most staff were unable to get their 

cars out safely. Mrs Pratt had also walked to school and informed me how slippy the pavements 

were, meaning we were concerned that our pupils and parents would not be safe on their way to 

school. We were therefore able to send a Parentmail text out to all parents and carers before 7am. 

 

We always keep our school website up to date – so please check there if you are unsure in the 

future. We also use the Ridings FM website and www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-

children/schools/school-closures. 

 

The decision to close a school is never taken lightly. As you know, we believe that children need to 

be in school every day so that they can access the social and educational opportunities available to 

them. However, in this circumstance the safety of our children and staff had to come first. 

 

We sincerely apologise for any disruption to parents’ work routines that may have been caused by 

the school closure. In future closures, we hope to inform all parents before 8am at the latest. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Mrs L Sennett 

Headateacher 


