The heart and future of the community

Thursday 10th December

Dear Parents and Carers,

As you are all aware, Ofsted carried out an inspection of our school in March this year. At that point,
the Inspectors felt that behaviour and attendance still ‘required improvement’. Therefore on
Wednesday 11th November, Ofsted sent another Inspector into school to carry out an
‘unannounced inspection’ – meaning that we only had 15 minutes notice of their arrival.
During the day, the Inspector observed pupils in lessons, at playtime and at lunchtime. She also
spoke to several children across school to discuss their opinions on behaviour. Throughout the day
she met with staff from all areas of school and looked at the school’s paperwork/evidence
surrounding behaviour and attendance.
At the end of the day the Inspector was of the opinion that:
Leaders and managers have taken effective action to improve behaviour and secure consistently
positive attitudes to learning.
Staff in school are incredibly proud of this result, as it highlights the hard work that has taken place
since March to improve behaviour across school. The letter states that:

- Since the inspection in March 2015, the Headteacher, the staff and governors have
continued to ensure that improving pupils’ behaviour is a key factor in improving the
overall performance at Sandal Magna.

- All staff, including those with lunchtime responsibilities, know how they must deal with any
inappropriate behaviour.

- The pupils told me that they know that there is an even-handed approach by staff when
they issue red and yellow cards and also when they receive rewards for positive behaviour.

- Pupils are very keen to behave well.
- Pupils were friendly and happy to talk about behaviour.
- Your records confirm that there have been fewer times so far this year when inappropriate
behaviour has been recorded compared with the previous year.
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- Pupils moved around the academy well and were polite to the Headteacher, other adults
and visitors.

- During assembly, pupils observed the one-minute silence for Armistice Day impeccably.
- Governors are ambitious for the academy and are keen to ensure that they find things out
for themselves.
The full version of the Ofsted letter will be available on the Ofsted website from today at
http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
If you have any questions or comments about the Ofsted letter, please call into school to discuss
these.
Thank you for all of your support since March – the improvements would not have been possible
without the help and support of parents and carers. The Inspector could see how relationships
with parents had improved and the parents who she spoke to at the end of the school day were all
very complimentary and spoke highly of the school. Ofsted also recognised how the school had
worked closely with parents to improve attendance of all children. Thank you!

Mrs Sennett
Headteacher
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