The heart and future of the community

Thursday 26th March

Dear Parents and Carers,

As you are all aware, Ofsted carried out an Inspection of our school on the 10th and 11th of March. We have
now received the official report and want to share this with you tomorrow.
As we converted to Sponsored Academy Status in May 2013 we have officially never been inspected before.
However, if we had been inspected back in 2013 the school would very likely have gone into ‘special
measures’ as the school’s results were so low in comparison to other schools nationally. It is also worth
noting that since our last inspection the Ofsted requirements are a lot tougher than before, making it much
harder for schools to be awarded the ‘good’ judgement.
We are very pleased to say that when Ofsted visited us two weeks ago they could really see the
improvements that had been made since May 2013.
The report states that:
-

‘the Headteacher, ably supported by the deputy Headteacher, shows high expectations and a steely
determination to make the school the best it can be’
‘pupils’ progress is accelerating and standards are now rising’
‘rapid improvements in the quality of teaching’
‘excellent links exist with parents, the work of the Parent Support Advisor (Mrs Rashid) is of
particularly high quality’
‘the school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good’
‘staff know the pupils very well as individuals and their strong and caring relationships with them
reflect the whole school focus on developing the whole child’
‘skilled and sensitive teaching assistants provide good support for those who need extra help’
‘children in the Early Years make good progress due to good teaching and skilled leadership’

The inspectors who visited school could certainly see that we are ‘on a journey’. They believe that there ‘has
not been enough time for leaders’ actions to address the legacy of underachievement and low attainment
over time’.
They therefore awarded the school with the grade ‘requires improvement’ overall. They certainly agreed
that we had moved forward since May 2013 and they recognised that ‘senior leaders have a clear
understanding of the school’s strengths … and clearly demonstrate a good capacity for further
improvement’. Therefore they rated the school’s Leadership and Management as ‘good’.
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Early Years (Foundation Stage) now gets a separate judgement and was also judged as ‘good’. The report
highlights the good teamwork that exists amongst the Reception and Nursery staff and states that ‘children
settle quickly due to well established routines, caring staff and very strong relationships with parents.
Please join us in congratulating the Foundation Stage team!
When Ofsted grade a school as ‘requiring further improvement’ they suggest actions that would move the
school to a ‘good’ grade within two years. The actions listed were all agreed with the senior staff in school
and can be seen in the full report. In summary they say that the school needs to:


Improve teaching further and so raise attainment of all pupils by:
- planning to meet the needs of all pupils, especially the most able
- improve marking further by asking pupils to respond to the teacher’s marking
- making sure pupils write longer pieces of work in all subjects



Strengthen leadership and management by:
- making sure action plans include clear milestones that state how success in improving the
quality of teaching and the achievement of pupils will be measured
- developing the role of middle leaders

Staff in school all feel very proud of what we have achieved in the last two years. However, none of this
would have been possible without the help and support of parents and carers. The inspectors could see
how relationships with parents had improved and the parents they spoke to over the two days were all very
complimentary and spoke highly of the school. Ofsted also recognised how the school had worked closely
with parents to improve attendance of all children. Thank you!
And finally – a huge thank you should go to the children! They really did make us proud. The inspectors
noticed that the pupils were polite, very welcoming to visitors and clearly enjoyed coming to school. We
believe that the children need rewarding for their hard work in order to improve their work, behaviour and
attendance. Therefore we have decided to make tomorrow, Friday 27th March a non-uniform day! There will
be no charge for this event, as it is a treat. The children can wear whatever they like, including denim.
If you have any questions or comments about the Ofsted report, please call into school to discuss these.
Have a lovely Easter holiday!
Mrs Sennett
Headteacher
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